CHAPTER III
HIS ENTRY INTO POLITICS

IT began with a quarrel with a cabman* Captain and Mrs*
Dickinson had invited John and Charles Parnell to dine with
them* He had been in Cork, and* on his arrival at Kingsbridge
Station* found that he was likely to be late for dinner* so he
jumped on to a jaunting car* and said to the jarvey* " 111
give you half a crown if you get me to 22* Lower Pembroke
Street by seven o'clock* or nothing at all if you are a minute
after that*" The jarvey agreed to the terms proposed* but
failed to get his passenger to the Dickinsons* house until
just after seven* He lost his temper* demanded his fare* and
used language such as only a practising Catholic can use*
But Parnell held him to his bargain* and left him on the pave-
ment* calling on the saints in heaven to avenge him* The
incident was* perhaps, hardly as creditable to Parnell as he
imagined* but the jarvey might have got his money if he had
kept a civil tongue in his head* It was this affair which
provided most of the talk at the table* Never was there a
company less likely to discourse on politics in a solemn fashion*
But when the cabman's behaviour had been discussed until
they were all tired of hearing about it* the conversation
vaguely veered towards the rights of tenant farmers and
Mr* Butt's whole political proposals* Most of the talking
was done by John Parnell and his brother-in-law* Charles
contenting himself with listening* When the subject had been
well" argued* Charles suddenly announced that Mr* Butt's
movement would be " a grand opening for me to enter
politics/' The announcement startled his auditors* who
had never heard him express any political opinions before*
If they had thought of him as a political candidate* they
would probably have thought of him as a Conservative* But
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